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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'ARBROOK' RHIZOMA PEANUT 

The United S t a t e s  Department of Agr icu l ture  S o i l  Conservation Serv ice  and t h e  

Jns t i t r i t e  of Food and Agr icu l tura l  Sciences,  Universi ty  of F lo r ida  announce 

t h e  r e l e a s e  of 'Arbrook' rhizoma peanut (Arachis g l a b r a t a  Benth.) 

Rhizoma peanut is  a perennial  warm season legume n a t i v e  t o  Brazil ,  Paraguay 

and the  surrounding areas. I t  is well adapted t o  t h e  well- drained s o i l s  of  

peninsular  Flor ida.  The extended range reaches nor th  inland t o  Americus, 

Georgia and along t h e  coast  from Miss i ss ippi  t o  South Carolina. 

a he ight  of 12-18 inches (30-45 cent imeters)  and has q u a d r i f o l i a t e  leaveis 

with leaf le ts  1-2 inches (3-5 cent imeters)  long and 1/4-3/4 inch (1-2 cdn t i -  

meters) wide. 

but  only an occasional  subterranean nu t ,  so propagation and spread is  by 

rhizomes. 

I t  reaches 

Arbrook produces some a t t r a c t i v e ,  yellow t o  orange floweas, 

Arbrook was introduced from Paraguay as PI-262817 i n  1959 by t h e  Crops Research 

Branch of t h e  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Research Service,  United S t a t e s  Department of  Agri- 
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cu l tu re .  I t  was i n i t i a l l y  s e l ec t ed  from an assembly of 106 Arachis access ions ,  

30 of which were p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as Arachis' g l a b r a t a ,  a t  t h e  Arcadia 

and l a t e r  t h e  Brooksvi l le  Plant Materials Centers of t h e  S o i l  Conservation Ser-  

v ice ,  United S t a t e s  Department o f  Agr icu l ture  (hence t h e  name Arbrook). Arbrook 



I 
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w a s  f u r t h e r  evaluated w i t h  s eve ra l  o the r  accessions a t  t he  Brooksvi l le  Plant  

Mater ia l s  Cent.er and t h e  Univers i ty  of F lor ida  f o r  forage q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y .  

Arbrook was o r j g i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  f o r  i t s  t a l l  height  and rap id  regrowth i n  t he  

sp r ing ,  g iv ing  i t  more r e l i a b i l i t y  a s  a hay crop before  F l o r i d a ' s  summer 

r a iny  season. The o v e r a l l  fo rage  product ion of Arbrook i s  comparable (5 tons  

pe r  ac re )  t o  t h e  r e l ea sed  c u l t i v a r  Florigraze. .  

F l o r i d a ' s  dry sp r ing  and ih droughty yea r s  has  been c o n s i s t e n t l y  g r e a t e r  (2-5 

Hay production of Arbrook i n  

versus  1-4 t ons  p e r  acre) than F lor igraze .  Survival  of f i e l d  p l a n t i n g s  on 

droughty deep sands common t o  t h e  range o f  adapta t ion  has been equal  t o  or 

b e t t e r  than F lor igraze .  Crude p r o t e i n  2s lower than F lo r ig raze  (13-14'3 versus  

16-17%) i n  years  with normal p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  and comparable t o  F l o r i g r a z e  

(14-19%) i n  droughty years  and ih t h e  dry spr ing.  D i g e s t i b i l i t y  (IVOMD) is  

comparable t o  F lo r ig raze  (64-65%) i n  yea r s  wfth normal p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and o f t e n  

g r e a t e r  than F lo r ig raze  i n  droughty years  and spr ings .  

. 
Arhrook has  l a r g e r  stems and rhizomes than F lo r ig raze  and shoots  a r e  t a l l e r  

(18 inches L T 5  cen t ime te r s7  - versus  12 inches - /TO Centimeters7) - on a 60-day 

c u t t i n g  cycle .  Leaflets of Arbrook a r e  both longer and wider than F lo r ig raze .  

Arbrook rhizome p l an t ing  mater ia l  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  through t h e  F lo r ida  

Seed Producers Foundation. 

Agronomy Department, Univers i ty  of F lo r ida  a t  Gainesv i l le  and t h e  P l an t  Mater- 

i a l s  Center  a t  Brooksvi l le .  

Breeders' s tock  OF Arbrook w i l l  be maintained by 
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